Workshop A Outline: Consulting in community development context

Ms. Blažena Hušková:
Sustainable development, partnerships, resortism…and us, poor consultants

Sustainable development of communities on all levels is defined by its ethical imperativ (responsibility towards next generations) and its content (satisfying social needs by using economical instruments with full respect to environmental limits). Practical implementation of sustainable development principles is not only political and expertial topic: without broad active public participation in planning and decision-making processes sustainable development remains to be…just an interesting theory.  There is usually a very limited time to make plans and decisions, but process of empowering local people, raising public awareness, building local capacities, finding, supporting and educating local leaders, building partnerships is a slow, long-term process, which needs time. What can consultants do to help the community to face this challenge?

Partnership is a great word, used more and more often. While being incorporated into various potentially SF funded project proposals it becomes to be clear, that we understand partnership as a technical instrument: I am here, searching for a partner to reach the money, which is available over there. Is there anything consultant can do in order to discover and work with another important layers of partnership, such as ethics, building relationships and social capital, trust, space for making mistakes and learning from them? 

Resortism is a killer of community development, especially in small rural communities. It is a narrow- minded approach, building not bridges, but walls between different interest groups communities, individuals. It is friendly to experts and hostile to non-experts. What can consultant do to overcome barrier of resortism?
