Main areas to be covered in the workshop:

Visegrad countries have recently re-defined their development aid policies and in order to comply with the membership in the EU and OCED, as well as to fulfill UN Millennium Goals. V4 countries are getting used to their new international identity – changing from “recipients of help” to “donors”.   Focusing on the implications of these changes on consultancy work, we will discuss the following areas:   

· How is the official development assistance (ODA) framed in V4 countries? What is current situation in the area of minorities participation in decision making and broader inclusion? Is there anything changing after V4 countries joined EU? 

· What is development practice in the frame of national ODA mechanisms? What is the role of consultants in the frame of humanitarian aid, economic development, good governance, democracy assistance, know-how transfer...?

· Should the development consultancy be politically impartial? Should it be values free? What are the consequences of consultants’ positions connected with the above mentioned attitude?

· What are the possibilities for the further professional and personal growth of the development practitioners in V4 countries? 

