Main areas to be covered in the workshop:

In this workshop we will focus on changes in community development in V4 countries after joining EU and the implications of these changes on consultancy work. We will discuss the following areas:   

a. What is the context for consultancy in community development?

· What are the changes structural programs bring to community and regional development? 

· What is changing in the area of citizen participation in local level decision making?

· What other changes are communities going through?

· Is there a need for consultancy? What is more needed; skilled local practitioners or external non-biased assistance, process or content consultants?

b.  What is/might be the role of an external consultant in the community development?

· Who is the client? To whom is consultant responsible for his/her work? 

· What are new processes and assignments to which are involved external consultants?

· What values are promoted through different internal and external players in community development? What values are brought by consultants into the community development? 

c. What are the requirements on consultants in the context of community development?

· What are the differences in skills, competencies and promoted values between civic sector consultants and consultants from the business sector? 

· What kind of new skills need to be developed by civic sector consultants? 

